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elcome to the second issue 
of the Review in its new 
format. Thanks to all of you 
who kindly wrote in to give 
us your thoughts on the new 
style of our Society’s maga-

zine. The response to the last edition 
was encouragingly positive. We had 
many more comments than usual 
from members, but please keep 
them coming; we want to make it 

even better and to expand it to reflect the growing audience of people 
interested in Spain.

Does it give you what you want?

In this issue we welcome our new Chairman, Dame Denise Holt; we hope 
she enjoys her position at the helm of the Society and feel sure that her 
guiding hand will see us through the waters of transition in the coming 
years. As usual, we have Book and Music Reviews, Recipes, the Spain Up-
date and cover of Anglo-Spanish events, giving special mention to those 
of the Society: look out for future events on page 10, and in particular the 
Young Musicians Evening. There are also interesting articles on the Spanish 
Property Scandal and Escape Routes through the Pyrenees during WWII.

If you have an interesting story to tell, or an idea about an aspect of Spain 
or Spanish life that you think would be of interest to our readers, please get 
in touch.

We value your views so write to the Society’s secretarial office at 102 Eaton 
Square, London SW1W 9AN or, better still, email us at info@anglospanishsoci-
ety.org 

Adrian Wright 

W
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To mark the Spanish Presidency of the EU in the first semes-
ter of 2010,the Review has asked Maria Lledo*  of the Span-
ish embassy in London to give us an official summary of her 
government’s aims.

1. Achieving economic recovery while promoting a 
model of sustainable growth capable of creating more and 
better jobs.

2. Bringing European citizenship a step further in the 
21st century, with particular consideration of gender equality. 

3. Promoting Europe as a global actor, the defense of 
human rights and the eradication of poverty in the world.

4. The implementation of the Lisbon Treaty

We will have a very dense external relations agenda, with 
nine summits and other high level gatherings. The Spanish 
Presidency will continue promoting a global, fair and endur-
ing peace in the Middle East. We will try to accelerate the 
re-establishment of the political process between the parties, 
contributing to building reciprocal trust. 

i) We will also organize summits with important 
partners as Pakistan, Japan and Russia. We expect notable 
progress to take place in the negotiations that are underway 
for the new EU-Russia Agreement. 

ii) The first meeting of the Foreign Ministers of the EU 
Eastern Partnership will take place during our presidency. 

We will pay particular attention to EU enlargement, and,  in 
the field of the European Security and Defense Policy (ESDP),  
will continue working for the development of EU civil and 
military capacities, with special attention to fostering the 
work of the European Defense Agency. We will ensure that 
the EU is in a position to contribute through civil and military 
operations to conflict stabilization and resolution. We will 
strive to consolidate and intensify EU cooperation on the 
subject of crisis management with the UN, as well as with 
organizations like NATO, OSCE and the African Union. 

We will pay special heed to the fight against poverty and 
social marginalization. We will prioritize development co-
operation in the EU’s foreign affairs agenda with particular 
emphasis on increasing coherence and effectiveness of aid 
and upholding the Union’s commitment to allocating 0.56% 

of gross domestic product to development aid.

The effective start-up of the Lisbon Treaty will be another 
clear priority.

The Spanish Presidency will try in all those fields to strength-
en the Union and its institutions and to promote innovation 
and effectiveness, while bringing the Union closer to Euro-
pean citizens.

*Maria Lledo is a Counsellor in the Spanish Embassy in Lon-
don

    

Other news…..by Quixote

Premium clothes cut

Burberry announces closure of its facility in 
Barcelona as part of a restructuring of its loss-
making Spanish operation. Spanish sales were 
down 37% in the first half of 2009. The company says it is no 
longer viable to produce a special collection for the Spanish 
market, where it is largely a premium rather than a luxury 
brand. 17/2/2010

Further signs of shrinkage

The Spanish economy shrunk again in the fourth quarter of 
last year, albeit at a slower rate than the period before, leav-
ing it as one of the last European economies to pull out of 
the recession. Spanish registered unemployed topped 4m.  
12/2/2010 (Continues).

Room for Optimism

Prime-ministers Gordon Brown of the UK, and Jose Luis Za-
patero of Spain join their Greek and Norwegian counterparts 
in collective appeal to the financial community to prioritise 
growth over deficit cuts, and told financial speculators to 
change their short-term view for one that is more favourable 
to society. 19/02/2010

If Pigs could fly?

No FT… No comment….2009/2010

elBulli takes a break

Ferran Adrian provokes mass despair in the culinary commu-
nity by announcing that he is to close his restaurant in Roses 
for two years. 26/1/2010

Prison movie prized

‘Cell 211’ wins eight trophies at the Goya Awards, Spain’s ver-
sion of the Oscars. 14/2/2010

spain today



4

society news

Dear Members,
I am so delighted to be the new Chairman of the Anglo-
Spanish Society.  

I’ve been in love with Spain since the time, long ago, when 
I studied for A levels at New Hall School in Chelmsford.  
Amazingly, it now seems that New Hall is where Catherine of 
Aragon gave birth to Mary Tudor.  What an irresistible legacy 
and challenge to someone who has spent much of her adult 
life working to promote mutual understanding between the 
United Kingdom and Spain!

At New Hall I fell in love with Spanish language and litera-
ture.  I went on to read Spanish, French and Politics at Bristol 
University, which  gave me some fascinating insights into the 
politics and history of Spain, a great preparation for my first 
job in the Foreign Office .  In fact, I joined the Foreign Office 
at birth, and spent my childhood travelling the world with my 
parents.  Strangely, none of our postings took us to a Spanish 
speaking country.  

I entered the Diplomatic Service in my own right in 1970, as 
Research Analyst for Iberia - an extraordinary vantage point 
from which I followed Spain’s transition to democracy with 
bated breath.    

After 1984,  I moved on to become a generalist diplomat.  
Overseas postings included Ireland (twice), Brazil and a thrill-
ing three years as Ambassador to Mexico, as well as a number 
of fascinating jobs in London.   The highlight of my career 

Our new chairman, Dame 
Denise Holt. writes ...

Denise Holt presents credentials to HM The King of Spain
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– obviously – was my appointment as Ambassador to Spain.  
When I presented my credentials to King Juan Carlos I had to 
pinch myself.

I am always conscious that Spain and the UK are two old 
countries, whose history has been intertwined for centuries.   
I have a personal love of the medieval period, and it was great 
thrill for me to visit Santiago de Compostela, an important 
pilgrimage centre for British people for so many centuries.  
My last stop on leaving Spain was Burgos where I went to 
pay my respects to Eleanor of England, sister of Richard the 
Lionheart, wife of Alfonso VIII of Castile and daughter of my 
heroine, Eleanor of Acquitaine.    Later on, there were darker 
days, as our countries vied for religious, political and eco-
nomic supremacy.   Alliances shifted back and forth, and as 
Ambassador I was also conscious of the need to commemo-
rate the past without celebrating the vitory of one side over 
another – thankfully, we’re all allies now.

But an interesting sidelight for me was that the involvement 
of so many British soldiers  in the Peninsular Wars was one of 
the early drivers for British fascination with Spain, and laid the 
groundwork for today’s tourism industry.  One of my more 
moving duties was to visit the ciminterios ingléses where so 
many  British people lie.  For those who have not seen the 
English cemetery in Malaga, I strongly recommend it as a 
place of modern pilgrimage – if only because Gerald Brennan 
lies there.

One of the great pleasures for me in Spain was getting to 
know the British community who live there, many of whom 
have thrown themselves into good works – for example, 
wonderful hospice I visited in Malaga, founded by Joan Hunt 
when her husband died, but open – of course – to Spanish 
people suffering from cancer.  There are many similar exam-
ples.  

It was also fantastic to know that so many young British 
people come to Spain every year to spend an Erasmus year at 
a Spanish  University,  or to teach English in Spanish schools.  
One of the highlights of my year was always the British 
Council party to kick off their Year Abroad.  I feel the future for 
UK-Spanish relations is in very good hands.

But this brings me to the Anglo-Spanish society.  We are first 
and foremost a society to promote friendship and under-
standing between people.  I inherit a society in great shape 
thanks to the efforts of my predecessor, Sir Stephen Wright. 
Our membership stands at about 300:  great, but small when 
you think that around 15 million people visited Spain last 
year.  I hope we can now work to reach out to a bigger audi-
ences, especially among the young.   The more members we 
have, the more events we can sustain, the more sponsorship 
we will raise, and the more scholarships we can give – a virtu-
ous circle.

I look forward to getting to know you all in the coming 
months.

KNUSTON HALL, IRCHESTER, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE

For more information on the following courses, contact their website or 
E-mail

enquiries@knustonhall.org.uk or Tel. 01933 312104

Spanish Conversation 7 - 9 May 2010. Tutor Esperanza Fernández. Fee: £125 
– £199.

Spanish Conversation 12 – 14 November 2010. Tutor Esperanza Fernández. 
Fee: £125 - £199.

DILLINGTON HOUSE, ILMINSTER, SOMERSET.

For more information on the following courses, contact their website or E-
mail dillington@somerset.gov.uk or Tel. 01460 258648

The Ancient Kingdom of Aragón. 19 – 21 March 2010. Fee £ 145 – 257. And...

An Adventure in Aragón. 22 – 26 March. Fee £665 plus flight. Both led by 
Chris Pollard.

Spanish Adventure: Advanced Language Course. 1 – 4 June 2010. Fee £185 – 
352. Tutor Chris Pollard.

The Joy of Spanish. 8 – 14 August 2010. Fee £618. For those who already 
have a good level of Spanish. Tutor Chris Pollard.

Five Spanish Heroes. 15 – 21 August pm only. Fee £155 (non-resident). 
Explores the lives of five modern Spaniards. Tutor Chris Pollard.

ALEPH  VII  CONGRESO INTERNACIONAL ABRIL 2010 UNIVERSITY OF MAN-
CHESTER

“Reflejos y Miradas de la Literatura Hispánica”

Temas:

•	 Recepción	de	las	literaturas	hispánicas	en	el	resto	del	mundo	

•	 Impacto	de	las	literaturas	hispánicas	en	otras	literatures

•	 Recepción	de	otras	culturas	y	literaturas	en	la	literatura	hispánica

•	 Análisis	críticos	en	el	extranjero	sobre	la	literatura	hispánica	en	
otros países

La fecha límite para enviar las propuestas sera el 18 diciembre 2009

E: aleph2010@gmail.com  Tel: 0161 275 8040

GUERNICA RETURNS TO LONDON

 UNTIL  18 APRIL 2010

70 years after Picasso’s painting ‘Guernica’ was shown at the Whitechapel 
Gallery in London, en route from Paris to New York, the tapestry – a copy of 
the painting – which normally hangs in the United Nations Security Council 
building in New York, has returned. [It was covered up when Colin Powell 
addressed the UN on the subject of the invasion of Iraq]

When the painting was originally shown, visitors were requested to leave a 
pair of boots in front of it; 400 pairs were later sent out to Republican troops 
in Spain.  

The Whitechapel has recently reopened following an extensive re-vamp and 
expansion into the old library next door. There is also a documentary film on 
the Spanish Civil War by the Polish artist Goshka Macuga, and a cubist-style 
bust of a disintegrating Powell.

Entry is now free; you don’t even have to bring a pair of boots.

for your diary
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Imagine the scene. You’re putting 
the finishing touches to the Christ-
mas tree when there’s a knock at the door and a Spanish 
police officer cheerfully hands you an envelope. But it isn’t a 
Christmas card, rather a demolition order for your beloved 
Spanish retirement home.

That’s what hap-
pened on 22 
December last year 
to John and Muriel 
Burns, a retired cou-
ple living in Albox 
in Almería. Two 
years earlier another 
retired couple, Len 
and Helen Prior, 
were the first British expats to witness their Spanish home de-
molished without warning and without having been invited 
to be part of the legal processes. The Spanish Supreme court 
in Madrid has now ruled in their favour but they are yet to 
receive any compensation. 

It’s easy to dismiss such stories with a cynical grunt and a 
cliché about expats just not doing their homework, but in 
this case it’s simply not true. In the same area, another seven 
British families were served with similar demolition notices 
for properties bought in all good faith, but which are now 
deemed by the Andalucía regional government to be illegal. 
How can this happen? 

Let’s look at the facts. It is estimated that British expats own 
more than 600,000 properties in Spain, the highest number 
situated in Andalucía and in the Valencia region. During the 
Spanish property boom back in the nineties, thousands of 
Brits jumped at the chance to buy new dream homes in the 
coastal and rural areas. Property agents would bend over 
themselves to offer them an all-round service coordinating 
between developer, local lawyer and council planning official 
to secure the deal. Trusting expats were often unaware of the 
frequent horse trading and corruption that snaked its way 
from estate agent to the very heart of the local council. As 
has now been discovered in Almería, Valencia, Costa del Sol 
and Costa Blanca, the majority of these British expats were 
duped into believing they had legitimate building licences 
when they clearly did not. 

In the case of the hapless eight in Almería, their illegal ‘new 
builds’ on rural protected land had been approved by the 
local Albox council which had even issued the appropriate 
building licences. The Andalucía regional government then 
revoked the licences as illegal and ordered the properties to 
be demolished.

This is just the tip of the iceberg, and it would be wrong to 
assume some kind of witch hunt against British expats living 

spotlight
Foul Play 
on the Costa             

in Spain. The problems now associated with buying property 
in the country have affected thousands of Spaniards as much 
as foreigners.  Countless illegal homes have been built in the 
last twenty years, 15,000 for example in Chiclana, Andalucía, 
many of which are owned by Spanish residents. 

The reason why the expat cases perhaps receive more oxy-
gen in the international media is because most foreigners 
affected have been campaigning hard for justice and look 
to the media for help and support. Those Spaniards whom I 
have met with property grievances, have tried to deal with 
the problems at local level rather than via the media. 

A Mallorcan contact decided to buck the trend recently, and 
phoned me in tears begging for help from the British media. 
Her family home was to be demolished imminently because 
the regional Balearic government had decided that it con-
travened the Ley de Costas, inaugurated years after the time 
that the house had been built. Arbitrarily the government 
decided to reclaim the land on which the property stood, de-
spite the fact that it had been constructed legitimately back 
in the twenties. 

It seems that British expats in particular are in a lose-lose situ-
ation when buying property in Spain. If they purchase on the 
coast like many Spaniards have done, they are likely to find 
themselves in hot water with the Ley de costas, inaugurated 
in 1988, and if they buy new properties in rural zones, they 
might find themselves caught up in a property scam such as 
has occurred in Albox in Almería. 

Historically buying property in Spain has never been straight-
forward. Some buyers are still licking their wounds after 
the collapse of the Spanish construction industry when 
thousands lost early stage payments with companies such 
as Martinsa-Fadesa which went into administration leaving 
investors’ dreams in tatters. Others found their legitimate ru-
ral properties being requisitioned in what was known as ‘land 
grabs’, when they were suddenly re-classified as urban zones 
and handed over to big developers.

While the Spanish Supreme Court and the European Court of 
Human Rights decide what to do about the whole sorry mess, 
the Andalucía regional government has, with no trace of 
irony, backed a new real-estate network hoping to lure British 
expats to buy in the region.  It promises to offer ‘Quality, legal 
assurances and innovation’ to foreign buyers. 

For those British and Spanish awaiting the imminent demoli-
tion of their homes, there is no immediate comfort. The only 
hope is that with the intervention of the European Court the 
corrupt perpetrators of these scandals will soon find their 
chickens coming home to roost.

by Anna Nicholas 

It seems that British expats in 
particular are in a lose-lose 
situation when buying prop-
erty in Spain.
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The Escape Lines 
Memorial Society 
& Spain

by Geoff Cowling

Since retiring from HM Diplomatic Service in 2005, I have 
been Vice Chairman of the Escape Lines Memorial Society 
(ELMS), formed 10 years ago to take over from the RAF and 
Army Escape Societies. 

The aim of ELMS is to commemorate the efforts of Allied 
escapers and evaders by walking their WWII escape routes. 
We have retraced routes across the White Mountains in Crete, 
from Arnhem down the Rhine, across the Gothic Lines in Italy 
and three routes in France. The Shelburn Line along the coast 
of Brittany links the various pickup points used by the Royal 
Navy’s MGBs to collect evaders and agents. But for readers 
here the most interesting are the Comete and Pat O’Leary 
Lines which cross the Pyrenees, ending in the Basque Coun-
try and Catalunya respectively. 

The Comete Line annual commemorative walk begins near 
St Jean de Luz on the French Atlantic coast. This is where this 
Belgian-organised escape line handed over their charges to a 
team of Spanish Basque Guides led by Florentino Goikoetxea, 
who was later decorated for his efforts by King George VI. The 
walk follows a route over the low 1500’ mountains behind 
Hendaye, fords the Bidasoa River marking the frontier with 
Spain before ending in San Sebastián. There, many were tak-

en to the Seamens’ Mission before 
being picked up by the Consul in 
Bilbao, taken by car to the British 
Embassy in Madrid and thence 
home, usually via Gibraltar. 

ELMS combines with Les Amis de 
Comete to do this walk each Sep-
tember. In 2009 for the first time 
we gave talks to schools in San 
Sebastian as part of the Spanish 
government’s programme to re-
cuperar la memoria histórica. This 
gave Basque students a chance 
to meet people such as Bob Frost, 
who as a young Wellington rear 
gunner was shot down and bailed 
out over Belgium. And Andrée 
Dumont OBE - code name Nadine 
– who as a young girl would take 
evaders down the Comete line. 
They were usually airmen shot 
down over Belgium and northern France, such as Bob. Nadine 
was finally betrayed, brutally interrogated by the Gestapo 
and survived the horrors of Mathausen, where incidentally 
she met some of the 10,000 Spanish Republican exiles who 
were incarcerated there when the Germans overran France in 
1940 – only 1500 survived. 

The Pat O’Leary line is commemorated each July by Le 
Chemin de la Liberté, which begins in St Giron in the Ariège 
where evaders would jump from the train from Toulouse as it 
slowed to cross the river bridge. They were taken by passeurs 
across three 8000’ Pyrenean passes to Esterri d’Aneu in Cat-
alunya where they were usually arrested and kept first in Sort 

prison then Lleida, Zaragoza or Miranda Concentration Camp 
while the Embassy negotiated their release. Sgt Pilot Maurice 
Collins managed to evade on his own into Andorra, before 
being taken to Miranda. Shot down over Northern France on 
his 14th mission Maurice went onto complete 100 missions – 
one of the very few to do so. 

Le Chemin is tough. In 2008 we were forced to turn back 
before the Catalan frontier by snow and ice. In 2009 we had 

commemoration

The Pat O’Leary line is commem-
orated each July by Le Chemin 
de la Liberté, which begins in St 
Giron in the Ariège where evad-
ers would jump from the train 
from Toulouse as it slowed to 
cross the river bridge.



NUEVO LIBRO A LA VENTA EN España

Amistad, amor, traición y una misión secreta 
en la España de la Segunda Guerra Mundial. 
El destino de cuatro personas atrapadas 
en una ciudad. Madrid, 1939, una ciudad 
destrozada por la guerra. Mientras unos 
pagan el precio por haber luchado en el 
bando perdedor, otros se dedican a disfru-
tar de la victoria. El régimen aunque teóri-
camente neutral no disimula sus gestos de 
amistad hacia las potencias del Eje; España 

es un hervidero de espías nazis que intentan conquistar el 
apoyo del país para la causa del Eje, cuyo objetivo oculto es 
hacerse con Gibraltar...Papa Espia detalla por primera vez la 
historia secreta del espionaje britanico en Espana de los anos 
’40. Tom Burns, padre del autor, fue un hombre clave , desde 
su puesto en la embajada Britanica en Madrid, en la guerra de 
espionaje y propaganda contra los Alemanes en la Espana de 
Franco.

(Spanish edition of Papa Spy  by the ASS vice-chairman 
Jimmy Burns which includes details of M19’s operations was 
published by Debate on February 22nd. The English edition is 
published by Bloomsbury. A paperback is due in May.)

The Santa Cruz 
Literary Prize

The late Marqués de Santa Cruz, who was former Ambassador 
of Spain to the Court of St James, generously allotted part of 
the funds subscribed by our members for his parting gift to 
provide for a prize to be won by contributors to the Anglo-
Spanish Review.

This takes the form of an annual cash award for the best contri-
bution published in the journal during any one year.

The prize is presented at a Society function at which the win-
ner is a guest.

The prize-winner for the year 2008 was David Jones for his 
article “Carreteras de Soria” in issue 219 (Autumn 2008).

RULES FOR THE SANTA CRUZ COMPETITION

(1)  Articles should be 800 – 1,000 words and typed. Ideally 2 x 
A4 sheets typed in double-line spacing.

(2)  Any article printed in the journal is automatically eligible 
for the prize.

(3)  The prize-winning article will be selected by a panel cho-
sen by the Executive Council in collaboration with the Editor.

Entries should be sent to the Editor, Adrian Wright, at:

Chestnut Lodge, 81 Park Lane, Histon, Cambs CB24 9JJ

at.wright@btinternet.com
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fabulously clear weather. 
But as I sat, literally on 
the frontier, gazing down 
at the steep snow field 
we had struggle up to 
reach this 8300’ crest, 
one of our guides quietly 
remarked that a number 
of bodies had been 
found on that stretch 
after the war. That put 
the fine weather and 
what we were doing into 
perspective! 

Almost all the evaders in 
their escape reports filed 
with MI9, which funded 
the escape networks, 
referred to their Pyrene-
an mountain guides as 
being Spanish, Basque or 
Catalan – rarely French. 

And the French were not necessarily the mainstay of the 
resistance in the Pyrenees either. José Antonio Alonso (Com-
mander “Robert”), leader of the SOE armed Maquis in the St 
Giron/Andorra area, was a Spanish Republican exile as were 
most of his band. He still lives around Toulouse. 

It is befitting that the Catalan and Basque governments are 
taking active steps to commemorate what happened in the 
Pyrenees during WWII. A Basque TV team led by Iurre Telleria 
is about to launch a documentary entitled “La Historia Real de 
la Red Comete”. And in 2008 the Catalan government opened 
a museum in the old prison at Sort to mark the end of El Cami 
de la Libertat. ELMS is proud to be associated with this com-
memorative work.

At the last ELMS reunion last Christmas, a good friend, Adam 
Holloway MP, arranged for 60 veterans to visit the Palace of 
Westminster. It was a highly symbolic visit to the very heart 
of the democracy they fought so hard, and with such cost, to 
preserve.

To know more about ELMS, just log onto www.
escapelines.com  

*Geoff Cowling was HM Consul General Barcelona 2002/5 

But as I sat gazing down at the 
steep snow field, one of our 
guides quietly remarked that 
a number of bodies had been 
found on that stretch after the 
war. 
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society events
Kraak Porcelain for the Portuguese and Spanish Markets

Illustrated talk by Teresa Canapa

The Anglo-Spanish and Anglo-Portuguese Societies invite you to a 
talk presenting an overview of the Portuguese and Spanish trade 
in a new style of blue and white porcelain made at the end of the 
Ming Dynasty.  This distinctive porcelain, commonly known in the 
West as kraak, quickly became the largest and most varied group 
of Jingdezhen export porcelains manufactured throughout the 

reigns of Wanli, Tianqi and Chongzhen.

Date and Time: Wednesday 14 April, 7pm

Venue: Canning House, 2 Belgrave Square, SW1X 8PJ

Tickets: £12 members, £15 guests and £5 students, includes 
refreshments after talk

Pre-booking essential – please send enclosed booking form along 
with a cheque payable to The Anglo-Portuguese Society to the 

A-SS Events Secretary by Friday 9 April.

Visit to the College of Arms

Anglo-Spanish Society members are invited to visit of the College 
of Arms with personal guide the Garter King of Arms, Head of 

Heraldry, Thomas Woodcock LVO BA.

Date and Time: Tuesday 18th May, 6.15pm

Venue: College of Arms, 130 Queen Victoria Street, EC4V 4BT

Tickets: £17 members, £20 guests (includes refreshments)

Pre-booking essential – please send enclosed booking form along 
with a cheque payable to The Anglo-Spanish Society Friday 14 

May. Please note that places are very limited and will be allocated 
on a first come, first served basis. 

Book early to avoid disappointment.

Guided tour of the House of Commons and House of 
Lords with a visit to Speakers’ Apartments 

By kind invitation of Lord Brennan QC, Anglo-Spanish Society 
members will have a guided visit of the House of Commons and 
the House of Lords, with the opportunity to see the new Spanish 

Armada paintings, and visit the Speakers’ Apartments.

Date and Time: Tuesday 13 July, 11.15am (prompt)

Venue: meeting place Westminster Hall (public entrance)

Tickets: Open to members only, complimentary

Please note that places are very limited and will be allocated on 
a first come, first served basis. Should refreshments be arranged, 

there will be a charge at the time.

Pre-booking essential – please send enclosed booking form to the 
Events Secretary as soon as possible in order to reserve your place.

The Second Annual Anglo-Spanish Society Classical 
Concert

Join our new chairman Dame Denise Holt for this unique spring 
evening showcasing the outstanding talents of young Spanish 
musicians studying at the Royal Academy of Music, Guildhall 
School of Music and Drama and The Royal College of Music. 

The programme will feature music from some of Spain’s most 
celebrated composers in the elegant Victorian surrounds of  

St Wilfrid’s Hall at South Kensington’s Brompton Oratory. There will 
be the chance to meet performers and catch up with other mem-
bers over wine and cheese during the interval. Tickets are limited 

so book now to avoid disappointment.

Kindly sponsored by Currencies Direct.

Date and Time: Friday 16 April, 7.30pm (doors open at 7pm)

Venue: St Wilfrid’s Hall, The Oratory House, Brompton Road, SW7 
2RP.  Tickets: £12 members, £15 guests (includes interval  

refreshments)

Pre-booking essential – please send enclosed booking form along 
with a cheque payable to The Anglo-Spanish Society and a S.A.E. 

to the Events Secretary by Monday 12 April.

Anglo-Spanish Society Annual Young Members’  
Summer Evening

Join us for our annual Summer Party in the warm surroundings of 
the Spanish Ambassador’s Residence in London. Invitations will be 

sent to members in due course.

Date and Time: Thursday 24 June, 7pm-9.30pm

left: irene Hontecillas 
below: Ricard Rovirosa
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history

Arriving in downtown 
Málaga on the over-
crowded little airport 
bus after an uncomfort-
able flight, we envied 
the glittering empty 
spaces, inviting shops 
and elegant cafes of 

the recently rebuilt Málaga  train station as we paused briefly 
outside it, and thought – not for the first time – that next 
time …...

In celebration of the opening of the new high-speed rail link 
to Madrid, RENFE recently enlarged, rebuilt and re-named its 
Málaga station.   ‘Estación María Zambrano’  the smart new 
fascia proudly proclaims.  How did it come to pass that Maria 
Zambrano was so honoured?   The method of choosing a 
name for a railway station can  be of importance to very few,  
but it would, nevertheless, be interesting to know how such 
a process takes place.  Whilst it is not unusual for airports to 
be named after people - John Lennon, JFK, Charles de Gaulle 
- railway stations  are seldom so, unless, that is,  you count 
St Pancras[1].     RENFE’s options would have been severely 
limited had it  confined its choice of patron to a true native 
of Málaga, for, surprisingly, there are few of note.  ‘Pablo Ruiz 
Picasso’, who has  given his name to Málaga’s airport, being 
an exception.  

So who was María Zambrano?  Unlike Picasso, María was not 
quite a native of Málaga being born in nearby Vélez-Málaga 
in 1904.  Both her parents were teachers, and thus the stage 
was set for her later academic career.  Her family, constantly 
on the move, settled for a time in Segovia, where María 
completed her doctorate in Philosophy and Letters.  In due 
course, she became a pupil of the noted philosopher José 
Ortega y Gasset[2] under whose tutelage she published her 
first essays in the cultural and scientific review, “Revista del 
Occidente” founded by Ortega  in 1923.  To those who know, 
his influence on María is evident.  Ortega was himself a child 
of liberal and educated parents, whose father was a director 
of the family owned newspaper “El Imparcial”.   During  those 
early years María held  meetings with her colleagues at her 
house, at which intense table-thumping philsophical discus-
sions took place,  which led to the formation of the group 
which published  the philosophical journal “The Hora de 
España”  -  edited by Ortega.

It was while she was teaching metaphysics at Madrid Univer-
sity in 1936 that María met and married the quiet poet and 
historian Alfonso Rodríguez Aldave.  His appointment that 
year as 2nd Secretary led them to the embassy at Santiago 
de Chile, but no sooner had she returned to Spain in 1939 at 

the end of this posting than the political situation vis-a-vis 
Franco forced her to leave Spain again and go into exile.  She 
chose to go, first to Mexico, then to Cuba, teaching at the 
universities there.  Perhaps it was because María’s personality 
was too strong for  Alfonso, that in 1947, she and the gentle 
poet, sadly, separated.  Alfonso eventually re-married.  María 
did not,  but continued writing and teaching, moving, often 
accompanied by her sister, to Rome in 1953, Paris in 1957 and 
Switzerland in 1978 before returning after half a lifetime to 
her homeland at the age of 80 in 1984.  She had been absent 
for 45 years.

A poet, humanist, teacher and essayist, influenced by Ortega 
to the end, it is the philosophical essay that distinguishes her 
work.  She rejected philosophical rationalism and scientific 
reasoning in favour of simply “letting things speak”.  A prolific 
writer with an opus of more than 100 essays and 28 books, 
her work is considered by scholars to be a major landmark 
in Spanish philosophical thought – a view reinforced by 
the honours which have been bestowed on her.  She was 
awarded the Premio de Príncipe de Asturias for Communica-
tions and Humanities in 1981.  In 1982 she was made Doctor 
honoris causa by Málaga University, and was named ‘favour-
ite daughter of Andalucía’ in 1985.  In 1988 María was the first 
woman to receive the Cervantes Prize.[3]  And now, the latest 
accolade, that of having a public building named after her.

Whatever led RENFE to name the new station ‘Estación María 
Zambrano’, by this fitting posthumous memorial,   she is  con-
firmed  as being truly  ‘a favoured daughter of Andalucía’.

Remembering 
Maria Zambrano

By Jennifer Vaughan

Maria Zambrano Alarcón died in 1991 

She is buried in the Cementario de Vélez-Málaga 

‘between an orange and a lemon tree’.

Note [1]   Saint Pancras (AD289-AD304) was martyred in 
Phrygia, now in modern Turkey, when he was only  14 
years old.  He was beheaded for becoming a Christian.

Note [2]    A German grape breeder named the ‘ortega’  
grape variety after José Ortega y Gasset

Note [3]   The Cervantes Prize is similar to the Booker Prize
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The winner of the 
Anglo-Spanish Society’s 
Travel Scholarship, 
a medical student, 
concludes his two-part 
diary of his journey 
through Central Ameri-
ca in Guatemala

I arrived in Guatemala 
at the very end of Au-

gust, fresh from my time in Mexico, ready to embrace another 
culture and way of life. I started my time in Guatemala by 
spending a week at a language school in Antigua, one of the 
most stunning places I have ever visited. I stayed with a fam-
ily which  provided me with the opportunity to sample typi-
cal Guatemalan cuisine which certainly was a gastronomic 
experience! 

The language classes that I received constituted the best 
teaching I had ever received in the Spanish language. Having 
gained a first in my Advanced Spanish module at University, I 
was interested to see where my classes would take me. Every-
day we tackled new and exciting topics such as 
discussing the death penalty and the moral im-
plications of this in Guatemala as well as tight-
ening up on the nuances of Spanish grammar 
at an advanced level. The week culminated in 
a ferocious 2 and a half hour Scrabble tourna-
ment against my Spanish teacher. 

From Antigua, I was taken by a representative 
from the Universidad Francisco Marroquín 
to my rural medicine placement in San Juan 
Sacatepéquez. The placement involved going 
to puestos de salud (health posts) most morn-
ings for a clinic which served the indigenous 
population of San Juan Sacatepéquez usually 
from 9am - 1pm, depending on the number 
of patients that showed up and how many 
people the puesto served. These are run with 
6th year Guatemalan medical students who 
are absolutely amazing. They have the skills of 
Foundation Year 2 doctors (2 years post gradu-
ation) which makes you feel incredibly intimi-
dated given the limitation of our clinical skills as medical 
students in the UK! However they are incredibly encouraging 
and I was allowed to do pretty much anything I wanted and 
to help out wherever possible. 

Fortunately my Spanish was good enough to be able to 
see patients and run my own clinics at the puesto. The only 

thing that I did struggle with at the beginning of the place-
ment was prescribing common medications as UK medical 
students have extremely limited experiences of prescrib-
ing given that we are not legally allowed to prescribe any 
medications until one year post graduation, once we have 
obtained full registration with the General Medical Council.

 However after spending enough time with the students and 
participating in numerous clinics, I did get used to the kind of 
doses required for the common conditions, especially paedi-
atric doses, given the high volume of paediatric patients. The 
puestos however are very resource poor and rely on dona-
tions and often the Guatemalan medical students bought 
own medications from the local pharmacies to give to their 
patients. The puestos do form an important part of the indig-
enous healthcare system, as this is really the only access the 
indigenous people get to healthcare services. Once a month, 
the puestos would run a jornada, a day clinic dedicated to 
specific thing, such as smear testing.

After the morning puesto I would return to the main clinic, 

Centro de Salud Barbara, where I stayed during my place-
ment in rural Guatemala. Here I would carry on running GP 
style consultations for patients who lived nearer the main 
clinic or who were referred from a puesto given that they 
have more resources available than at the isolated puestos. I 
would continue with these consultations until late afternoon 
when the night shift would start. 

travel scholarship
Under the 
volcano
(...continued    )

By Michael Paddock

Given the high frequency of 
inebriation and wood cutting 
with machetes, there was al-
ways a plethora of wounds 
that needed suturing!
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ing rooms, 2 encamamientos 
housing post-partum moth-
ers up to 24 hours after deliv-
ery, and 3 GP-style consulta-
tion rooms. 

Fortunately the weekends left 
ample time to travel around 
Guatemala itself, which is a 
truly beautiful country. The 
majority of medical students 
had numerous other houses 
dotted around the country 
given that land is cheap and 
their families are quite com-
fortable and were more than 
happy to open their home to the other medical students and 
I during out time there. I was able to visit Panajachel, Lago 
Atitlan and the surrounding picturesque villages in addition 
to the Mayan ruins of Iximché and nearby village of Tecpan. 

My elective was truly a remarkable experience that I shall 
look back upon very fondly and which has shaped the way in 
which I will practice medicine in the future. The skills learnt 
and the patients seen on these electives will remain with 
me for a long time, particularly during the final stages of my 

medical degree.

There was usually at least one birth a night – rest assured 
there was not a lack of obstetric experience on this place-
ment! Normally one student is the obstetrician (who delivers 
the baby, and delivers the placenta) and hands it on to the 
paediatrician (who would take the baby, clean it and ensure 
there were not any post-delivery complications). The stu-
dents were happy to let me take over from them and deliver 
(I had not had this experience previously in the UK so I was 
very excited to get stuck in as soon as possible!) or take care 
of the baby once it has been delivered. They were a source of 
extreme support and guidance which was extremely wel-
come!

Given the high frequency of inebriation and wood cutting 
with machetes, there was always a plethora of wounds that 
needed suturing!

The residence, at the bottom end of the clinic, housed around 
10 confortable bedrooms with bunk beds with a separate 
room for students doing turno, the night shift. There was a 
very comfortable living room, a kitchen fully equipped with 
cooking facilities and wireless internet throughout the whole 
clinic which is pretty amazing considering it is actually in the 
middle of rural Guatemala! In addition, there were 2 operat-

 In 2008, Michael Paddock applied for one of the 
five scholarships being offered by the Anglo-Spanish 
Society.  At the time, he was in the fourth year of his 
six-year course at the King’s College London School 
of Medicine. 

 Although the grants programme was in its first 
year there were more than forty applications and 
Michael’s was not successful in winning one of the 
main scholarships.  However, he had an outstanding 
CV which included an MSc (in Biomedical Imaging) at 
Kent University and an A-Level in Spanish both taken 
during his training. He also had plans for an elective 
attachment in Madrid,It was agreed to give Michael a 
travel grant of £500 to help with his proposals.

In the event, through circumstances beyond his con-
trol, the attachment took place in Central America.  
This has by no means prevented him from develop-
ing his subsidiary interest in castellano and we feel 
that the following report and its successor confirm 
that the grant has been well spent and that the 
Society has been able, in a small way, to encourage 
a most promising career.Michael is still only 23 years 
old and will complete his medical training next year.

My elective was truly a remark-
able experience that I shall look 
back upon very fondly and which 
has shaped the way in which I will 
practice medicine in the future. 
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That Madrid has 
always exercised a 
curious hold on me I 
blame on the fact that 
I was born there only 

to be whisked 
off by my 
Anglo-Spanish 
parents, at too 

short notice,   to 
a home, educa-
tion, and career 
based in England. 

In adult life, I have 
spent much time making up for my earlier displacement , by 
returning to the Spanish capital  as often as possible. 

Historically Madrid, unlike say Sevilla, Granada, or Barce-
lona, has fallen outside the Grand continental tour in which 
European capitals have fallen into two categories, as noted 
by historian David Gilmour, “romantic cities and cities to 
be taken seriously”. Paris, Rome and Vienna were leading 
members of the first group; London, Berlin and Moscow 
represented the second. And yet Madrid has survived as a 
city where all Spaniards, regardless of what region they have 
been born,  congregate. Madrid remains,  in parts, as Galdós 
experienced over a century ago,  both shabby 
and vain, traditional and innovative, insular and 
yet susceptible to the impact of foreign forces, 
in peacetime as in war.

My Scottish father first arrived in Madrid in 1940 
on a secret assignment when half of Spain was 
paying the price for being on the wrong side 
in a bloody civil war, and the other side was 
enjoying the fruits of victory. He had driven 
down from England, across France, and over 
the Pyrenees, beyond which he encountered 
the devastation that had been grafted onto the 
Spanish landscape. The road from Burgos to 
Madrid was pockmarked with bomb craters, its 
fields disfigured with trenches, the villages torn 
and broken as if an earthquake had shaken the 
heart of Spain.

As he motored through the mountain passes 
towards the capital, he glimpsed the clear outline of Ma-
drid on the horizon ahead of him, as I did when I was child, 
not as a great metropolis with skyscrapers that include the 
new offices of the British embassy , but as a provincial town, 
more contained  and much smaller than London, and deeply 
scarred within. The city’s central artery, the Paseo de la Castel-
lana in the aftermath of the Civil War was lined with empty 
or boarded-up shops, its pavements inhabited by women 

dressed in black and skeletal street urchins, its trees mutilated 
for fire wood. Today’s it a buzzing urban highway, lined with 
cafes and offices.

In the early 1950’s, during which we flew back and forth from  
London in an old propeller aircraft, I used to wake up to the 
rattle and neighing of the old horse-drawn Gypsy carts as 
they carried rubbish collected in the richer neighbourhoods 
out to their shanty villages in the nearby countryside. 

Hard to imagine this now, travelling by the high-speed AVE  
down from the north, or flying in over Navecerrada  down 
over the office skyscrapers and new residential developments 
of the outskirts, and into Madrid’s expanded international 
airport where a modern metro system takes you to any point 
in the city. 

And yet if large swathes of the Spanish capital have em-
braced modernity, some of the older neighbourhoods have 
thankfully been renovated rather than laid waste with the 
sophisticated Barrio de Salamanca in particular retaining a 
design and character not much different from when my Dad 
arrived on his posting to the British embassy in Madrid.

Salamanca is , as it was when it was built in the 19th century 
for the aristocrats and emerging middle-classes, first and 
foremost a neighbourhood to live and walk in, where leisure 
is generally more apparent than industry, and  where lo-
cal shops, cafes, bars, and restaurants offer a delightful mix 
between the traditional and experimental, from old stores 
and open markets selling dusty wine bottles, jamones and 
cheeses to organic breakfast venues  and clothes  and jewel-
lery  boutiques from an array of top designers.

Other older working 
class neighbourhoods 
of Madrid like Lavapiés 
and Chueca have 
been self-consciously 
gentrified, while the 
outskirts have become 
ever growing satel-
lite neighbourhoods, 
indistinguishable from 
the urban scrawl of 
any other expanding 
European city.  

And yet despite 
Madrid’s  enormous ex-
pansion outwards onto 
the plains of Castille, 
and up into the hills, 
Salamanca and its im-

mediate environment is an urban landscape I can recognise 
from my childhood, bounded to the south by Atocha station, 
to the north by the Bernabeu football stadium, and to the 
east by  the Retiro park, and the Las Ventas bullring, and still 
within walking distance of the Puerta del Sol.

Retracing my father’s  steps ,  I can still enjoy a  delicious 
cocktail  at the Ritz or Palace Hotel, in whose bars and dining 

letter from madrid
Retracing Steps

By Jimmy Burns
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rooms  the dip-
lomats and spies 
of  wartime 
Madrid plotted 
and where the 
elegant decora-
tion and service 
has survived 
management 
and ownership 
changes.

Similarly endur-
ing is the Em-
bassy tea-room   
whose private 
quarters British 
agents used as 

a safe house to hide Jews and POW’s making their way, via 
neutral Spain, to Lisbon and Gibraltar after the Fall of France.  
My father’s wartime friend, Embassy’s owner Mrs Taylor has 
long since died and the tea room has a new frontage of a 
Fortnum-style delicatessen selling an assortment of cakes, 
herbs, biscuits and spices. But its convivial restaurant and bar 
still draws well-heeled Madrileños and resident, mainly Anglo 
expatriates, the wartime intrigue replaced by the social and 
political gossip of the day.

It’s also  worth a visit, nearer to the Puerto del Sol, to Llardy, 
the 19th century restaurant founded by a friend of Prosper 
Merimee which still boasts the best cocido and tapas in 
town, as well as one of the most beautifully  decorated Belle 
Epoque locations in the capital.

By way of historical contrast,  I lunched recently at the 
German Horcher, Salamanca’s and probably Madrid’s most 
expensive restaurant just by the majestic and relaxing  Retiro 
Park.   Established in the early 1940’s , after transferring from 
Berlin, Horcher’s civilised luxury was used as the German 
embassy’s unofficial quarters, with its private dining room 
used for visiting high ranking Nazis such as the head of the 
Abwehr, Admiral William Canaris and the foreign minister 
Ribbentrop.

While facing strong competition from the new wave of  21st 
Spanish cuisine, to which Llardy has responded well,  Horcher 
is still going strong, providing a traditional air of luxury with 
its heavy draped curtains, and velvet covered walls, and 
dinner-jacketed waiters, and a mainly business clientele 
happy to indulge in extraordinarily fresh seafood and  succu-
lent seasonal game dishes, and an impeccable vintage wine 
list. I was well received as a son to my late Spanish mother, for 
my late Falangist uncle Gregorio used to frequently entertain 
there. Unsurprisingly, WW2 was  not a subject that I engaged 
the staff with, still less the management, but my partridge 
stew was worth every minute of my covert intrusion, if only 
for the extraordinary silver-lined ritual with which three wait-
ers delivered the dish to our table.

documentary
Tertulia at the 
LSE:The Transition remembered
On 27 January 2010, the Cañada 
Blanch Centre for Contemporary 
Spanish Studies hosted a viewing of the documentary “A 
Democracy has been Arranged” (1976).  The documentary 
survives as a classic examination of the challenges that faced 
Spain in moving from more than thirty years of authoritar-
ian rule to democracy.  It contains some unique images 
and interviews which capture a critical turning point in the 
political and cultural history of the nation, covering subjects 
like the assassination of Admiral Carrero Blanco, the monar-
chy’s relationship with the military, the death-squads of the 
extreme Right, and sexual liberation.  Robert Kee, who wrote 
the script and narrated the film, was at the time one of the 
leading TV celebrities  and a widely respected historian, for 
his work on Ireland.  Professor Hugh Thomas was amongst 
the film’s consultants and the journalist and author Jimmy 
Burns, vice-chairman of the Anglo-Spanish Society, was one 
of the documentary’s main researchers.

This screening was 
the first time that 
the documentary 
has been shown 
since its appear-
ance on British TV 
in 1976.  A copy of 
the video kept in a 
personal collec-
tion was recently 
converted to DVD.  
Curiously, the documentary has never been seen in Spain.  
The showing of the film was followed by a panel discussion 
chaired by Professor Paul Preston, one of the most prominent 
historians of twentieth-century Spain and Director of the 
Cañada Blanch Centre, and included a varied and entertain-
ing  panel of well-informed commentators: Jimmy Burns, 
Robert Graham, a former Madrid bureau chief with the Finan-
cial Times, the author and journalist Tom Burns, who covered 
Franco’s death as a Reuters correspondent and appears in the 
film, and Dr. Monica Threlfall, a Reader in European Politics at 
London Metropolitan University and a witness to the events 
of Spain’s transition to democracy through her connections 
with the Spanish Socialist Party (PSOE). 

 The discussion that followed was very lively, as each of the 
panellists commented on the documentary and recounted 
their own experiences and impressions as witnesses of 
Spain’s transition to democracy, which generated consider-
able interest amongst the audience, a number of whom par-
ticipated in the debate and asked questions. The event was a 
‘lleno hasta la bandera’- i.e. a full house, with the presence of 
several members of the Anglo-Spanish Society. 

Gerald Blaney, Jr, is a Cañada Blanch Fellow in Spanish 
History, London School of Economics & Political Science.

By Gerald Blaney Jr
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On seeing the ‘Rock’ for the first 
time in 1936, Laurie Lee, the Eng-
lish poet, observed, wryly: “ To travellers from England, Gibral-
tar is an Oriental bazaar, but coming in from Spain I found it a 
bit more like Torquay – the same helmeted Police, tall angular 
women, and a cosy smell of provincial groceries.” 

Gibraltar retains many of the airs of a British provincial town, 
albeit one overwhelmed by tourists. But this belies its unique 
geographical position at the foot of the Iberian peninsula,  
its self-governing status under the British Crown and its 
role as a permanent thorn in diplomatic relations between 
Britain and Spain. Without question Gibraltar has occupied 
more space and time in Anglo-Spanish relations over the 
last three centuries than any other issue and looks set to do 
so for the foreseeable future. Even though Britain and Spain 
are partners in the EU and Nato and the Franco era’s belliger-
ent claims of Spanish sovereignty over ‘El Penon’ have been 
dropped, incidents still occur over the status of Gibraltar that 
ruffle feathers and prevent a sensible solution to what has 
become one of Europe’s last frontiers. 

Gareth Stockley has waded in where a great deal has already 
been written but this should not deter anyone interested in 
Anglo-Spanish relations for he writes lucidly with a fine eye 
for detail, reaching out for a wider audience than academia. 
The perennial problem of Gibraltar offers a remarkable 
example of how nationalism has been exploited by suc-
cessive Spanish governments while at the grassroots the 
rhetoric and restrictive measures have often been ignored 
by a strong degree of  inter-dependence through social 
contact(intermarriage) and economic imperatives(jobs and 
contraband).

He focuses on the period 1900-1954 which he argues saw 
a Gibraltarian community moving closer to Spain until 
halted by the hostile reaction of the Franco regime to Queen 
Elizabeth’s visit to the Rock in May 1954. Wisely he avoids 
dealing with the merits of the 1713 Utrecht Treaty whereby 
Spain ceded the strategic Rock at the western entrance to the 
Mediterranean, turning it into an inalienable symbol of British 
imperial power. He begins in 1908 when Britain relocated the 
border, constructing a steel fence frontier on what had been 
‘neutral ground’ and so creating a constant source of subse-
quent friction. 

Despite this irritant, the Campo and the Rock were inter-
dependent. The Gibraltar dockyards and a wealthy colonial 
administration provided direct jobs, with better pay, for some 
12,000 during much of the period up 1954. The tax free zone 
regime permitted a vast and mutually profitable contraband 
business(notably tobacco and coffee) on both sides of the 
border, especially during the civil war and the years of hunger 
in Spain lasting into the early fifties. In return the Campo 

provided fresh water and foodstuffs. 

There was much intermarriage, notably working class Gibral-
tarian men with Campo women, while wealthy Gibraltarians 
socialised with the local Spanish aristocracy, enjoying among 
other things the Royal Calpe Hunt. Indeed, as early as 1937 
when Spanish Nationalist sentiment was outraged by nearly 
10,000 Republican refugees harbouring in Gibraltar, the 
Rock’s governor obtained permission from General Franco 
for Gibraltarians to resume hunting with the Royal Calpe. 
Throughout the civil war the author shows the political/ideo-
logical divisions in Gibraltar mirroring those in the Campo 
– working class identifying largely with the Republic and the 
wealthy with the Franco and the Nationalists, yet neverthe-
less allowing refuge without discrimination. 

Sympathies shifted during the Second World War, partly as a 
result of the evacuation of almost two thirds of the Gibraltar 
population, but largely because of Franco’s ‘positive neutral-
ity’ favouring the Axis powers who 
were happy to permit his plans 
to seize the Rock. Stockey main-
tains “Franco saw the recovery of 
Gibraltar as a crucial part of the 
consolidation of his regime, and 
the most valuable contribution 
that he could make to German( 
and later Italian) victory Against 
the Allies.” 

A combination of the German 
defeat and Franco’s need to con-
solidate his regime ensured the 
military option was dropped. But once he felt fully in com-
mand, he resurrected the return of Gibraltar as a national cru-
sade, creating in 1951 an annual ‘Dia de Gibraltar’ for August 
4. Sanctions, beginning with stopping cross border football 
matches became tough after 1954, culminating in the 1969 
frontier closure. Franco mistakenly believed the inhabitants 
could be bullied into submission. 

Stockey of course does not cover the impact of the frontier 
closure, reinforcing a Gibraltarian identity unwilling to em-
brace Spanish sovereignty. Nor does he include the industrial 
development of the Campo, the rise of the port of Algeciras 
and the prosperity brought by the property boom in Spain, 
which have altered the balance of economic power in favour 
of the Spanish side. But the post-Franco era, which has seen 
the gradual elimination of restrictions on cross-frontier 
movement and a rapid resumption of human/economic ties, 
supports his thesis that the border has always been porous 
in one form or another, creating a symbiosis among the lo-
cal population which defies the vicissitudes of national and 
international politics. 

Gibraltar: A Dagger in the side of Spain? Gareth Stockley Sussex 
Academic Press 2009 304 pages (£35)

book review
Gibraltar: A Dagger 
in the Spine of Spain?
Gareth Stockley

By Robert Graham

Robert Graham was Financial Times correspondent 
in Madrid 1977-83. Author of Spain: Change of a Nation.
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What a difference a year can make 
in one’s life! Make that six months 
when we are talking about the 
subject of  a new biography of the Spanish tennis star Rafael 
Nadal * . The book 
chronicles the rise 
of  Nadal-more 
popularly known as 
Rafa- to dominate 
the world of men’s 
tennis. It highlights 
particularly Rafa’s  
great year in 2008 
when he  wrote him-
self into the history 
books by capturing 
successively the 
Franch Open and 
Wimbledon titles, 
a feat achieved 
by very few of the 
world’s greatest 
players. He followed 
that with a Gold medal for his country in Bejing. The world 
seemed at his feet. We were getting ready for another great 
year in early 2009 when he uncharacter-
istically reduced Roger Federer to tears 
after defeating him handsomely in yet 
another Grand Slam Final. Tennis pundits 
began to talk about a new golden age 
fuelled by the great rivalry between these 
two hugely talented players, but pos-
sessed of vastly different styles.

But as in life, the unexpected often hap-
pens in sport and that was just what hap-
pened in last year’s French Open. Having 
had a record run of victories on clay, win-
ning all the major Masters tournament 
en route and already on a record winning 
streak in Paris, he unexpectedly lost to 
the experienced Swedish player,  Robin 
Soderling.  All his exertions up to that 
point appeared to have taken their toll on 
his young body. To everyone’s – including 
Rafa’s,  disappointment he was unable 
to defend his Wimbledon Title last summer  because of knee 
problems. At the O2 Centre the gap between what Rafa has 
achieved and his form towards the end of last year has never 
been more obvious. Nothwithstanding the fact that his rank-
ing meant his place at this tournament was always secure, his 
failure to even win a set and resulting early exit must have 
provoked soul searching on the part of the player and his 
back-up team.

The new biography  itself is a well-written chronology of 
his life to date. It has an emphasis on the tennis. Those of us 
wishing to know more about Rafa’s life away from tennis may 
be disappointed with this book. It is not a gossipy book, yet I 
would say it gives us a true picture of the player. The picture 
it paints is that of an uncomplicated young man, dedicated 
to his tennis, his home life and the simple pleasures of Mal-
lorca. Given the rigorous training regime and the relentless 
demands placed upon him as part of the professional tennis 

circuit, one gets 
the impression 
he really does 
like nothing 
better than 
escaping to the 
quiet country-
side around his 
home town of 
Manacor, Mal-
lorca. 

After his epic 
Wimbledon 
Final win in 
2008, we were 
told at the time 
that such was 
his dedication 

to his profession, its fans and its sponsors, he travelled to  his 
next scheduled tournament to explain personally that he 
would be unable to play in that tournament because of an 

injury he picked up on the grass courts of London 
SW19. The book confirms the picture of this well-
mannered young man. It talks about his parents 
determination to make sure he grew up “well 
grounded” as his biographer Tom Oldfield puts it.

 The player’s serious approach to his craft always 
comes through in his contacts with the media. He 
makes sure to say that he always tries his best . 
This he says,  whether he has won handsomely or 
been defeated in straight sets. It has to be said that 
straight sets defeats have been rare occurrences up 
to now for Rafa. Until the down turn last year, Nad-
al’s  story, for the most part, was one  of either brutal 
power, generally besting all the house-hold names, 
or resilience in adversity, grinding out hard fought 
victories in the final set. Mental toughness – particu-
larly in adversity when perhaps you are not playing 
well, is an asset. It has been one of Rafa’s strengths in 
the successful part of his career to date. 

 In previewing the ATP Finals in London, John Rob-
erts wrote in Tennis Life that Rafa was seeking “to restore his 
awesome form without wrecking his body”. Let’s hope he will 
be more successful in 2010.  

in focus
Rafael Nadal
Catch a falling star?

By Tom Kearns

* Rafael Nadal: The Biography by Tom Oldfield; 
John Blake Publishing Ltd; ISBN 978 1 85782 7227; 
Price £17.99 hardback.
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New Year Tapas
Casa Brindisa, 7-9 Exhibition Road, LONDON 
SW7 2HQ
T. 020 7590 0008

By Sancho Panza

social butterfly

The fact that 30 members turned up for a New Year’s celebra-
tion at Casa Brindisa restaurant in South Kensignton on 19th 
January suggests that you can’t have too much of a good 
thing. If they had been tempted by an interview with  its pro-
prietor and chef José Pizarro in the last issue of our Quarterly 
Review, they were not disappointed. 

This is Brindisa’s newest restaurant and one that will get even 
more hospitable  as the days get warner for its energetic 
management  has acquired valuable terrace space as part of 
a new pedestrianised area. 

Brindisa boasts food to enjoy all year round and so it proved 
as our enthusiastic group sought shelter from the bitter win-
ter cold. From the aceitunas to the postre our taste buds were 
tickled by a range of flavours, fishy and vegetarian, meat and 
sauces. We called José to receive a personal vote of thanks 
at the end of the meal, and many were so tempted that they 
bought a copy of his best-selling book of recipes, Seasonal 
Spanish Food .  I wonder whether the will taste the same at 
home? A donation to Society funds was made with payment.

Thanks to AS vice-chairman Jimmy Burns who organised 
the lunch, and even managed to attend, despite having just 
landed from Argentina and admitting to being somewhat 
jet-lagged.

Felicity Raines, an excellent cook in her own right, and ASS 
member reports: 

“What a lovely lunch  we had, on one of the coldest days 
in January, in the small but elegant and very Spanish ‘Casa 
Brindisa’ in South Kensington.

We were warmly welcomed by Jose Pizarro, the chef/owner, 
and his charming band of waiters and at once we knew we 
were in for a treat. Plump green olives, with orange and 
marjoram, delicious bread to dip in 
fruity olive oil and a glass of cool 
white wine appeared as soon as we 
sat down. We were soon chatting 
away with our fellow guests, all 
interesting people with some 
Spanish connection and 
like us, all keen to try 
different Spanish 
food.

A plate of charcuterie arrived, ham, chorizo and pork loin, fol-
lowed by prawns in garlic and chilli in sizzling olive oil,,’melt 
in the mouth’ ham croquetas and fried potatoes with allioli or 
brava sauce.

Red and white wine and the animated conversation contin-
ued to flow throughout. We finished with a velvety chocolate 
mousse and an expresso and many of us went off, warm and 
well fed, with Brindisa’s new cookbook to try and recreate 
some of the dishes at home.”

Harper’s Bazaar  2009

Casa Brindisa opens in 
South Kensington
The new restaurant houses 
the widest range of Brindisa’s 
Spanish cheeses, there’s a bar, 
tapas area, carving counter, 
and plenty of seating space 
in view of the open kitchen. 
You’ll find the menu familiar 
- filled with delicious padrón 
peppers, prawns in garlic and 
fantastic cured hams - both 
on the menu and available to 
takeaway. A great new place 
to come dine with friends.

photo: Victoria Wright
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toastmaster
Anglo-Spanish Society Christmas Party

10th December 2010 at Canning House

“Sold Out” said the sign on the door at this year’s Christmas Party; quite liter-
ally we could not have squeezed anther one in (130 members and friends 
attended). The food was excellent; the wine was excellent; the company was, 
as you would expect, excellent. What more do you need? But there was also 
a raffle, a tombola, and a stall of golosinas de Navidad for those who had left 
their Christmas shopping till the last minute. 

ASS member Mariuska Chalmers summed up the general enthusiasm for one 
of the key events of the Society’s annual calendar: “Socially, I enjoyed it very 
much as I always do. I take great pleasure in meeting again old acquaintances 
and the food was lovely and abundant!”

It was good to see our President the Spanish Ambassador Carles Casajuana y 
Palet there with his wife, Dña  Margarita Massanet, our new Chairman Dame 
Denise Holt, and our retiring Chairman Sir Stephen Wright. The ambassador 

welcomed everybody there and thanked our generous sponsors, Currencies Direct, Creotec, Ibérica Food and Culture, Hotel 
Meliá and La Rueda. He also presented the new redesigned Quarterly Review which had just been delivered. We are grateful 
for his encouragement in getting this accepted. photo: Adrian Wright



A very seasonal and extremely easy 
recipe!

 

1  1 L carton of Carte D’Or or 
equivalent Vanilla Ice Cream

I slab of Jijona Turron (the soft 
one)

 

Slightly soften the ice cream, 
crumble the turrón and mix till 
smooth in the Magimix.  Turn into 
ice cream carton or dish and put in freezer 
till needed.  It is best to get it out about 15 
mins before required.

The Sherry raisins are the icing on the 
cake!  Soak some good seedless raisins 
in a sweet sherry for 24 hours and serve 
with the ice creamand a sprig of mint to 
garnish.
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la cocina de mabel

Serves 8

Lightly dust chicken thighs with seasoned flour and fry in 
batches in olive oil till browned.  Transfer to oven casserole.  
In pan soften onion and garlic, add pine nuts and ground 
almonds, white wine (allowing it to bubble for a minute or 
two), saffron threads soaked in a little hot stock, the rest of 
the stock and the bay leaf and half the parsley.  Simmer all 
for a couple of minutes and then add to chicken in casserole 
and cook in moderate oven for 1 hour.  The dish can be frozen 
at this stage.  If to be eaten immediately, add finely mashed 
egg yolks, stir well and then scatter with chopped egg whites 
and the remaining parsley.  Serve with white rice and a green 
vegetable.

16 chicken thighs with bone and skin

1 med onion chopped

1 clove garlic chopped

2 tablespoons chopped parsley

2 tablespoons pine nuts

1 tablespoon ground almonds

bay leaf;

a few threads saffron

500 mls chicken stock

200 mils white wine

2 hardboiled eggs;

flour, olive oil, salt and pepper.

Pollo en Pepitoria 
(Antequera, Málaga)
Time of year: spring-summer

By Isabel Marañón & Mariá-Belén Parker

...for dessert 
Turrón Ice Cream with Sherry Rai-
sins
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music review

This is another superb album of guitar 
music from the age of Goya. Fernando 
Sor as a composer is as largely forgot-
ten as the period of Spanish history during which he lived. 
His years were 1780 – 1839 and these years saw some of the 
more momentous upheavels Europe was about to see. In 
France you had revolution,  regicide and revolutionary Ter-
ror followed by European war. War and chaos spilt over into 
Spain too and the period known to Spanish history as the 
Peninsular War was remembered as a time of great suffer-
ing. People like Goya marked this event with some powerful 
works of art. Goya, like Sor eventually left Spain, in Sor’s case 
never to return.

He was born into a middle class milieu in Barcelona. His 
father was a public official who also was an amateur musi-
cian. As often happens, despite obvious ability, he did his 
best to discourage young Fernando from taking up a musical 
career. Sadly, his father died when he was ten and the future 
composer found himself in the care of the monks at the fa-

mous monastery of Montserrat..At the time Sor attended, the 
Choir School attached to the monastery was among the most 
famous and his musical abilities must have been well nur-
tured while there. Carter’s accompanying notes tell us that 
Sor moved to the army in his teens. Life for him was good ap-
parently, both because of his musical abilities and his family 
connections. Undoubtedly life as an army private must have 
been tough in those days, but Sor’s life looked – as Carter 
puts it, “more like a Ruritanian idyll than a true military career.” 
Such was the undemanding nature of his army life that he 
found time to compose his first Opera Telemaco, which was 
well received.

Sor soon moved to Madrid and his luck appeared to con-
tinue. In the Duchess of Alba he found one of the most highly 
placed aristocratic patrons of the time. Coincidentally she 
was one of Goya’s patrons as well and of course her portrait is 
one of Goya’s most famed works. Sadly too of course Sor lost 
his patron to the Grim Reaper in 1802. He spent a number of 
years in various government jobs, all apparently involving lit-

Fernando Sor: 
Early Works

Fernando Sor: Early Works; 

Performer: William Carter [Guitar]; Label: Linn Records; 
Number CKD343 Hybrid SACD.

Pricing information – available from www.linnrecords.com 
as a CD or as Download, price £12 for CD and within range 
£12-£18 for download.

tle work and affording him ample 
time to continue his composi-
tional work. He spent some time in 
Málaga. 

But of course all this came to an 
abrupt and violent end with the 
start of the Peninsular War. It was 
to be the start of one of the most 
violent and chaotic phases of Spanish history. Cruelty to sol-
diers and civilians alike were the hallmarks of the war –all the 
more shocking I suppose because this kind of war had not 
been seen perhaps anywhere before. 

Listening to the music on the album reminds us in some 
respects of a kind of lost world. Slow, reflective, peaceful, lyri-
cal, melodic are some of the words that spring to mind when 
listening to the many Minuets on the album. Happiness and 
contentment are some of the emotions the music gives rise 
to as well. The Concise Oxford Dictionary talks of the Minuet 
being originally a rustic dance of French origin which was 
adapted for use in Royal Courts in the seventeenth century. 
Small dainty steps were characteristic of the dance. Of course 
the form must have been well developed by the time Sor 
came along. Listening to this album and discovering about 
a period of Spanish history long forgotten does make one 
marvel at what fine works of art that period came to produce.

On this album William Carter has used the performance prac-
tice employed by the composer – using finger pads rather 
than finger nails. It helps to make the texture of the record-
ing softer and gentler on the ear. All in all this is a superb 

album which will 
be of interest to 
both enthusiasts of 
Spain and the clas-
sical guitar. William 
Carter last came 
to our attention 
with an album by 
another neglected 
Spanish composer’s 
works,  Santiago de 
Murcia  [La Gui-
tarra Española Linn 
records, CKD288].

By Tom Kearns

Listening to the music on the al-
bum reminds us in some respects 
of a kind of lost world. Slow, re-
flective, peaceful, lyrical, melodic 
are some of the words that spring 
to mind
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THE ANGLO-SPANISH SOCIETY

For people with a love of Spain and all things Spanish

Join now

Application for membership

Title Membership Rates*                          

                                                      Single:     Joint:

London and Home Counties: £27  £38

Elsewhere in UK:                        £24  £32

Student (Under 26):  £15 

Overseas:                    £15  £15

for Direct debit please contact the Membership 
Secretary.

Please send your completed form and payment 
to: 

The Anglo-Spanish Society

102 Eaton Square, London

SW1W 9AN

For more information regarding Membership, 
including Corporate Supporters packages, 

contact:

membership@anglospanishsociety.org /

 07903 801 576

www.anglospanishsociety.org

Name(s) and 
Surname(s)

Address

Postcode

email

Tel  No.

I enclose a 
cheque for

£                                      for     _______

                                         membership*

Signed

Date Reg Charity No. 1080250

membership

New Members
Ms Cristina Lawrence
Miss Laura Baldwin

Mr & Mrs Ian & Gladis Cum-
mings

Mr Javier Fernández Hidalgo
Mr Geoff Cowling

Lady Elspeth and Mr James 
Horden

Mr David Wells-Cole
Mr & Mrs Mark Baillie

Mr Jules Stewart & Ms Helen 

Crisp
Dame & Mr Denise Holt

Mr Donald Fraser
Miss Georgina Thomas

Mr David McFall
Mr Juan Reig Mascarell

Mrs Laura Gaiteriro
Mr Fabio Rodriguez

Ms Rosamound Oudart
Mr Jose Zamora
Mr Henry Lloyd
Mrs Untza Sale
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what’s on...
Eaton Square Concerts:

18 March 2010: Patricia Rosario (Soprano) and Craig Ogden (guitar)

Leading soprano Patricia Rozario has given performances at many 
of the world’s leading festivals and concert halls, in operas, sym-

phonies and many recordings. For the opening concert of this new 
season, she is joined by Craig Odgen, in a fascinating programme of 

Spanish and Latin American songs by Gerhard, Albéniz, Sor,  
Torroba and Rodrigo. 

Tickets: £10* (reduced price for A-SS members with £1 from each 
ticket sale donated to The Anglo-Spanish Society - please quote 

discount code ESC106AS)

Booking information:  www.eatonsquareconcerts.org.uk,  
tel.: 0208 144 3656 , post: send cheque with details of tickets re-

quired to: Eaton Square Concerts, c/o 111B Business Design Centre, 
52 Upper Street, London, N1 0QH.

Seating unreserved. 

*This special price applies to the entire Spring Eaton Square Con-
certs Programme – please visit website for more details on other 

concerts.

Dualia & La Leyenda part of Spring Dance at the London  
Coliseum

Ballet Nacional de España

Spain’s national dance company, Ballet Nacional de España, make a 
welcome return to London as part of Spring Dance at the London 
Coliseum with special guest appearance by Royal Ballet Principal 

Tamara Rojo.

Tamara Rojo will perform with the Ballet Nacional de España for 
three performances. Tues 27 at 7.30pm, Sat 1 May at 7.30pm and 
Sun 2 May at 4pm. Tamara Rojo will appear in Romance de Luna 

which will be performed as an addition to the programme.

For their performances at the London Coliseum, the company 
perform two of their best loved works. Dualia was choreographed 

by two of flamenco’s hottest stars Rojo and Rodriguez, and explores 
the sensuality of looks and caresses through movement and music.

La Leyenda (The Legend) was choreographed by the company’s ar-
tistic director José Antonio as a tribute to the famous flamenco star 
Carmen Amaya who died in 1963. The piece portrays images from 

her life – from the slums of Barcelona to the glamour of performing 
on the American stage in the 30s and 40s.

For more information and bookings: www.eno.org / box.office@
eno.org / 0871 911 0200

Instituto Cervantes in London - Spring Programme includes:

April 8, 18:30 – Round Table Discussion: How the British Media 
views Spain

April 14, 18:30 – Poetry Reading by Jaime Siles

April 23, all-day event – World Book and Copyright Day Celebrations

May 6, 18:30 – Series: Deciphering the Alhambra by Juan Castilla

May 19, 18:30 – Tribute to Dr Gregorio Marañón with Tom Burns

June 16, 18:30 – Exhibition and Round Table Discussion: Thirty Years 
of the Spanish Constitution

For the full spring programme and more information the above 
events: www.londres.cervantes.es / cenlon@cervantes.es  

020 7235 0353

Literary Panel with Alberto Manguel

8 April

Somerset House

No more details at time of press. For more information in Events 
section of www.somersethouse.org.uk.

International Brigade Memorial Trust: Photograph Exhibition 
Antifascistas     

5 - 14 May

12 Star Gallery, European Commission

8 Storey’s Gate

London, SW1P 3AT

Exhibition open Monday to Friday 10am-6pm and entry is free.

For more information visit the 12 Star Gallery pages of www.
ec.europa.eu/unitedkingdom / 020 7973 1992

Picasso: Peace and Freedom          

Exhibition in the Tate Liverpool

21 May - 31 August         

Admission £10 (£8 concessions)

For more information, www.tate.org.uk/liverpool/exhibitions/Pi-
casso / 0151 702 7400

London Festival of Architecture Embassies Project        

21 - 25 June

Royal Institute of British Architects

No more details at time of press. Please visit: www.architecture.
com/WhatsOn

The above events are supported by the Cultural Office of the  
Spanish Embassy.

NEXT ISSUE

The next issue of the Anglo-Spanish Review is due to ap-
pear in June 2010.

Articles for consideration for this issue should be sent to 
the Editor by the beginning of May

Ideally articles should be about 800 - 1200 words and 
typed, with double spacing. They may be submitted on 
CD Rom, disk, preferably Windows/Word or by email. Illus-
trations, preferably black and white, are always welcome, 
and may be provided as prints, negatives or email.
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