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A Good Past, An Even Greater Future?
“In 1916, the 3rd centenary of William Shakespeare and Miguel de Cervantes’ deaths, which were both in 1616, was commemorated 
as “another happy tie” between Spain and England. Despite the Great War, the governments of both countries scheduled events 
and implemented different projects to pay homage to “the two great literary glories”. As part of these celebrations, the Anglo-
Spanish Society was founded to strengthen mutual understanding between the people of both nations...” 
Cultural Diplomacy, 100 Years of History of the BritishSpanish Society by BSS scholar Luis Martinez del Campo (Liverpool University Press)

Dear Friend,

The BritishSpanish Society is celebrating its 100 years of great 
achievement as a charity dedicated to forging greater links 
between the peoples of the UK and Spain.

At the core of the BritishSpanish Society is an underlying 
curiosity and love for Spanish culture -its history, its music, its art 
and literature, its rich football heritage, its food-, the exemplary 
traditions and values of UK life, and research, innovation and 
enterprise of benefit to both countries.
In the Society we come from different walks of life, and different 
nationalities, and yet our shared bond with Britain and Spain 
brings us together, helps us learn and grow from our collective 
experiences. Our most important inheritance of all is that our 
two languages -English and Spanish- are now two of the most 
widely spoken languages in the world.

The BritishSpanish Society is a non-profit organisation entirely 
funded by public donations and private and corporate sponsor-
ship. We are a vibrant charity that has endured challenging 
times thanks to the continued support of our individual and 
corporate membership, and the hard work and commitment 

of our volunteers and support staff. We now have over 700 
individual members, and have developed partnerships with a 
range of UK and Spanish cultural institutions and businesses. 

To all our friends the Board of Trustees would like to extend a 
warm THANK YOU for helping us thus far and to remind you 
how grateful we are for your support.

As the charity enters its Centenary in 2016, help us celebrate 
this very meaningful milestone, and also give us the support 
we need to strengthen and continue to deliver a wide range of 
relevant and enjoyable cultural event. The centenary provides 
the Society and its supporters a unique opportunity to celebrate 
its achievements, and also to set firm ground for the future as 
the only UK registered charity dedicated to building cultural, 
educational, social, and commercial bridges between the British 
and Spanish people.

Following are some of the activities made possible by your 
support and which we plan to develop further in the future.



EDUCATION, & RESEARCH

Meritorious British and Spanish post graduate students benefit 
from our annual Scholarship Programme. We award scholar-
ships and grants for further study in leading UK and Spanish 
Universities in fields as diverse as medicine, urban planning, 
engineering, linguistics, literature, physics, architecture, environ-
mental studies, gastronomy and music.

Since its origins, one of the foundational objectives of the 
BritishSpanish Society has been creating identity and building 
bridges between both Spain and the United Kingdom. It is worth 
mentioning that the creation of The BritishSpanish Society 
implied a huge impulse of the Spanish language and culture in 
the United Kingdom. Different University Chairs were created 
in Britain for that purpose. It is no coincidence that many of the 
founders of the Society were academics.

100 years later, our charity is still fully committed to the cause 
to supporting the cultural diffusion between both countries. 
Consequently, since 2008, The BritishSpanish Society has 
established a Scholarship Programme, that has become a 
reference within the academic sector.

From 2008 The BritishSpanish Society has granted more than 
40 candidates in all social science disciplines. From medicine, 
engineering, architecture, and physics, to history, archaeology, 
law, and linguistics, but also arts and music.
Given the high quality of the projects, but also the generous and 
continuous support of our Principal Supporters, our Scholar-

ship Programme has become a truly positive force in the life of 
many graduates from Spain and UK. In recent years, we have 
received more than 200 applications, in every process, from all 
the most influential universities in Spain and UK. All applications 
are given careful consideration and are subjected to thorough 
evaluation and a rigorous selection process to identify the best 
graduates who are awarded in a ceremony held at the Spanish 
Embassy. Our Scholarship Programme not only facilitates the 
mobility of students between both countries, but also creates 
a knowledge network exchange between British and Spanish 
scientist, which contributes to make a positive impact within 
the Society, continuing with the spirit and essence that The 
BritishSpanish Society has built since its origins.

2015 BSS Scholarship Programme Awardees -
left to right, picture 1: Enrique Gallego Colón (Santander Universities), 
Lucía Cerrada (Ferrovial Aeropuertos), Sir Stephen Wright (BSS 
Vice-Chairman), HE Federico Trillo-Figueroa (Spanish Ambassador), 
Caroline Gray (BBVA), Diego Rubio (Santander Universities) and 
Juan Barahona (Telefónica)



CULTURAL UNDERSTANDING

Our bilingual magazine La Revista (quarterly/3 times p.a.) 
provides comprehensive coverage, with flair and imagination in 
content and design of, Spanish culture in its broadest and most 
inspiring sense from food and football, to painting, literature, 
and tourism, while also celebrating the best of tradition and 
creativity in British life.
 
Books such as Cultural Diplomacy: 
A Hundred Years of the British Spanish Society by one of our 
former scholarship students, Luis Martínez del Campo, and 
published by the award winning Liverpool University Press 
“is compulsory reading for those interested in ‘soft diplomacy’ 
but above all for those interested in the relationship between 
Spain and Britain”.

We provide through our exhibitions, conferences and round-ta-
bles a creative forum for presentations and discussions by artists 
and writers, cooks and wine-makers, journalists, and historians, 
experts and innovators. Our concerts encourage emerging 
talent in dance and 
music. Our exclusive 
access to places of 
cultural interest in the 
UK and Spain help us to 
better understand both 
countries.

Guests at our Summer Party 2015 at the Residence of the 
Spanish Ambassador in London.

An Evening at the Garrick Club – left to right: Dame Denise Holt, 
Patrick Harverson, Lionel Barber and Jimmy Burns Marañón. 

SOCIAL ENGAGEMENT

The popularity of events in the UK such as our Gala dinners, 
young members evenings, and our Christmas and The Summer 
Party (at the Spanish Embassy), as well as our popular events 
in Spain, show the extent to which the BritishSpanish Society 
has become an important network, a place of encounter for 
English and Spanish speakers, an opportunity for old friends 
to meet, and new friendships to be forged.



In addition to counting on the support of the Spanish Embassy 
in London and the UK Embassy in Madrid, we have developed 
cooperation agreements with institutions such as the Cervantes 
Institute, the British Council, the British Chamber of Commerce 
in Madrid, and the Spanish Association of Scientists & Research-
ers in the UK. 

We have also forged partnerships with a range of Spanish and 
UK companies. We shall continue to encourage companies to 
participate in our scholarship programme as principal support-
ers, thereby unlocking the potential of young minds and hidden 
talent, and channelling investment into the future by supporting 
investigation and learning that will be of benefit to both the UK 
and Spain. 

We shall also continue to offer companies the opportunity to 
raise their profile and reputation for social responsibility by 
sponsoring other activities like our events and publication.

Our Centenary Programme begins this autumn and will continue 
through next year. Our big birthday will highlight what we do and 
why we are worth investing in for the future in the spirit of social 
responsibility. Our anniversary is an opportunity to strengthen 
our finances by raising awareness of our charity and those who 
support us through backing our ‘BRITISHSPANISH SOCIETY 
CENTENARY FUND ’. 

Private Dinner in Barcelona.

Gala Dinner in Toledo.

PARTNERSHIP, INNOVATION & ENTERPRISE

Jimmy Burns and Amy Bell at the FT Spain Summit.



Autumn2015 

Date TBC Publication of Bilingual edition of Cultural 
Diplomacy: A Hundred Years of history of the BritishSpan-
ish Society 
(Liverpool University Press) by Luis Martínez del Campo with 
a joint foreword by Jimmy Burns Marañón and The Spanish 
Ambassador Federico Trillo-Figueroa, and a prologue by Lord 
Tristan Garel-Jones. Special offer for members and supporters.

19th October, Inauguration of Churchill in Spain Exhibition, 
Hispania Restaurant, London. Premier of an original exhibition 
devised by The BSS Chairman, the author and journalist Jimmy 
Burns Marañón. This will be a mobile exhibition which we hope 
to show at other locations in the UK during our centenary year. 

18th/19th November, Goya concert (BSS/ARTES) in St 
James’s RC Church, Spanish Place- with period music and 
Goya illustrated talk.
26th November, Hispanic Dance Gala at The Place Theatre, 
London. Spanish and Hispanic dancers from The Royal Ballet, 
the Baltic Dance Theatre ((one of the world’s leading contempo-
rary dance companies), and the Rambert Dance Company in 
a unique and exciting programme specially devised by BSS 
Society member Graham Watts, chairman Dance Section of 
Critics’ Circle and of the National Dance Awards. 

2016

April date TBC: Spanish Day at the Oxford Literary Festival.

April 20th: Gala Dinner and Dance at TheDorchester Hotel, 
London. HRH The Queen Mother Sofia of Spain has been 
invited as the guest of honour.

May date TBC: A Celebration of Learning: Reception at The 
Spanish Embassy for past and present award winners of the 
Society Scholarship Programme and their sponsors

October date TBC: Music Gala, Farm Street Church, London. 
Talented Spanish and English musicians sing and play music by 
great Spanish composers such as, Albeniz, Granados, Tárrega, 
and Turina. The programme has been devised by the musical 
director and concert pianist (BSS’-member_ Maite Aguirre, a 
graduate of London’s Guildhall School of Music & Drama, and 
a member of Spain’s Royal Academy of Music. 

November date TBC: Literary Festival with leading Spanish 
and British writers and academics. 

HIGHLIGHTS OF OUR CENTENARY PROGRAMME



In 1916 a group of British, academics, students and business-
men extended a hand of friendship to their Hispanic counterparts 
in the middle of the politically challenging circumstances of the 
First World War.

The original founding text declared the objective of the newly 
founded Anglo-Spanish Society as that of promoting “more 
intimate relations, both intellectual and commercial, by offering 
hospitality and opportunities of social intercourse to Spanish 
visitors in the British Isles by fostering in Great Britain and 
Ireland the study of the Spanish language, literature, art and 
history, and by assisting British students to enter Spanish lands.”

In subsequent decades the Society has grown as an exceptional 
organisation with its members remaining constant in their desire 
to see the peoples of both countries find common ground in 
which to encourage dialogue and learn the best from each other 
in the fields of culture, education, and enterprise.

We have had a great 100 years. The British and Spanish 
cultures are part of our global future, as are the companies 
who invest in Spain and the UK, and the millions who visit or 
live in both countries. There has never been a better time to 
support the British Spanish Society. 

THE BRITISH SPANISH SOCIETY’S PAST PRESENT & FUTURE: 
A LEGACY

Christmas Party at the Instituto Cervantes

BritishSpanish Society team with Esperanza Aguirre 
at the NH Harrington Hall

David Hurst, Carmen Bouverat, and Scott Young 
at the Chelsea Flower Show.



Sir Stephen Wright, 
Vice-Chairman.

Scott Young, Corporate 
Development.

María Angeles Jiménez 
Riesco, Scholarship 

Programme.

Juan Reig Mascarell, 
Tresurer.

Jose Ivars, Corporate 
Development.

Jimmy Burns Marañón, 
Chairman.

Christopher Nason, Donations 
and Strategy.

Carmen Bouverat Young, 
Events.

THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES



Morlin Ellis, Arts.

Lady Pilar Brennan, 
Institutions.

Eva Sierra, Membership.

David Hurst, Events.

Cristina Álvarez-Campana, 
Marketing Development.

Amy Bell, La Revista.

Miguel Fernández-Longoria, Mónica Noguero, Sarah Galea, 
Paul Pickering,
Roberto Weeden-Sanz, Miles Johnson, Maite Aguirre, Julio 
Crespo MacLennan
(ex-officio), Fernando Villalonga (ex-officio), Javier Fernández 
Hidalgo (ex-officio).

Secreteriat: María Soriano, Beatriz Gago, Virginia Cosano, & 
Elisa Ramírez.

BSS representative in Spain (corporate relations) Patricia 
Ayodeji.

Honorary President: His Excellency The Spanish Ambassador, 
Federico Trillo-Figueroa.

Honorary Vice-President: HMG’s Ambassador to Madrid Simon 
Manley.

Honorary Patrons: The Duke of Wellington, Dame Denise Holt, 
Lady Parker,
Lady Lindsay, John Scanlan, Baroness Hooper, Carmen Aráoz 
de Urquijo.

OTHER MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL



facebook.com/
britishspanish

@BritishSpanish

The BritishSpanish Society 

102 Eaton Square, London SW1W 9AN
Email: info@britishspanishsociety.org

www.britishspanishsociety.org


